504 Scotland. — DuMFrIEs. —WoXDERFUL and STRANGE NEws from 
SCOTLAND : being a True relation of a Person lately deceased at the 
Town of DCMFREEz, whose Corps could by no Art of Man or Strength 
of Cattle be removed from the place where it Lay, and when the House 
was Burnt down to the ground, the Body, Coffin, and Table, remained 
Whole and Untoucht, sm. 4to. (8 pp.), half bound, 1673 £2 10x 
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Wonderful and Strange 


N E W $S 


FROM 


Scotland, 


BEING 


A true and full Relation of a Perſon 


lately Deceaſed at the Town of Damfreez, whoſe Corps 
cou'd by no Art of Man, or Strength of Cattle, be Remo- 
ved fromthe Place where it Lay. 


And when the Houſe wherein it was, was 


wholly Br»: down to the Ground, the Body, Coffin, and 
Table whereon it Ktood, remained Whole and Untexchr, and 
ſo Continnes tothe great Aſtoniſhment of all SpeCtators. 


— 
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Faithfully Communicated by a Perſon of Zxality, in aLetter 
fromthe faid Town of D«mfreez. Dated Septemb.y8.1673. : 
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Great and Wonderful are the Works and Fndgments of Jehovah; 
And who can find them ont ? a 
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Lond, Printed for B. H. Anno Dom. 1673. 
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Wonderful and Lnparralicld News 
( from Scotiard, 


Lether tho'e St pendions Operations of Omnipo- 
tency, v hici Of 1--1n-ed Hua Ity admires by 
the Name of Mzricles, and Infinite V Viſd-m 

m2/e uſe cf for Conf; 'r» and Prepagating Evargelical 

Truths 1 the [n ancy of ite Ch 1, be yei totally Ceafed. 13 

a Nifp te too Abſtruſe an * C1 1io © t + be Diſcuſſed (much leſs 

Detcr.uined) by o'r .c er Pen: Yet rhis we mult dec arc, 

that the eaſ ins Na 1. ve carrie; with it ſo much of Rarity 

an. onder, "that h14 v en;-t been well Satisfied in the worth 
an: ( ei of the Relaters we could not have preſ':med to 

Lepore 'tih. 5P -b'ic-ly ro the V Vorld without mach Cat tion 

ai. ! a large Apo'oz1eC. 

But bein -mniy Convinced of the Tri th of the thins rs to 


mer 0. Fact, we conceive it a Duty rather than Crime, to 


Eve: Regiſter ſo Ennnent an: Siznal an Accitent (or 
rather 7: 5 peaſuti: Mn of Providence) to the View of thc pre- 
ſent *. ' aa notice of Poſterity: Not that we are Ignora'y "Y 


Wot 1u3Sner-lly (and ſometimes for goni Reaſon ) ff 
Relation; ac to 5 ſpition and Cenbire, 4 and how reac y thoie 
that Pri 'e themſelve> 1» being counted mighty VVits, as they 
make a Moc of Sin, are to turn the molt creadfn Js ment ; 
into Scci! and Nro.lery ; from ſich v.e may expect i Tho! {11.4 
Intorrozatives. As wherefore ? To whot en | / B war ' ans; 2 
And how ? coul.! fuch a france rhing 14. 0 1, co mmeto nals, 


(2 
Bat our Anſwer 1s as ready, oy HaJ1 we deſigned to abuſe 
the World with a Fiction, an ordinary Invention might ſo. 
Artificially have compoſed a Story, as might have been Plau- 
ible enough to Anſwer all the Nice Scurtinies of their wanton 
Imaginations : But that's a Liberty we dare not take, and onl 
ſhall Naked'y ſet forth the Truth of the thing as it happened, 
and leave-cach Re der to make his own Gloſs or Comment 

on it afterwards as he pleaſes. 


N the Town of. D«mfreez (Situate in Ge/lloway , on the 
South of. .co:laxd, near the Marſhes or Borders) there 
lately Dwelt an Antient man, of an ordinary Fortune, who in 
the ſecond week of this laſt ſeprember, happened to fall very 
Sick, his Diſt .mper ſe:med to be only a violent Feaver ; 
nor ws there any thing Extraordinary in it, but this : That 
as he was Seized with it, he declared to his V Vif- and Neigh- 
bours, tat he ſhould certainly Die of that Sickneſs, which 
continually .prevailing againſt Languiſhing Nature, ſoon per- 
| Twaded them alſo to be of the ſame Opinion. _ But the very 
day before he departed this Life, he charged his wife to get 
him Buried within Three Hours after he ſhould bz Dead. 
"This his ſorrowful wife little Regarded, thinking them only 
to - be - Extravagant- words that proceeded from the 
Diſtemperature of his Brain : which he obſorving, 
Repeatzd the fame Injunction - ſeveral tim=s, both to 
her, and diverſe others of his Friends; very ſolemnly adding, 
that unleſs they did ſo Bury him in that ſhort ſpace, they 
ſhould never be able afterwards to bear away, or remove his 
Body. They askt him often, what he meant? And why he 
ſhould fay \.>? But could procure no Anſwer from him, but 
this, with many deep ſighs, /: 1-1la be /o, 

The Malignity of the Difeaſe waz now arrived to the 
height, that. Nature overpourcd, could no ionger- (elit, fo 
that, on the- 28th, of the ſard Mont" of Seo:enber laſt thi; 
poor Creature was forced to quit the Stage of this Tran tory 
Life ; nd Ir a calm and ordinary Temp?r, wi:hout de- 
claring much his hopes, or betraying any ſymp:oms of cir 

tis 


(3) DE "a 

His enfranchiſed Soul had no ſooner quitted the Priſon vi 
his Body and was waft2d to Erernity , but his Frienls r-mem- 
bring his Charge of being ſpe :4dily Buried, reſolve to make 
- a Truce with their Griefs, an4 not it X'll (tupified with an un- 
profitable Sorrow, but rather *x2cate 15 faft as tie y ean his dy- 
in Commands in that particu/a- : To this purpoſe a Cofhnis 
immediately ſent for, an4 thz Corp3as ſ50n a3 'ail forth pur 
into it, being placed on a Tae in 1G:o1nl rounl, Neigh- 
bours are invite, and all preparation made to inter himthat 
very Nigit ; but-the three ours were ElapR, lt being al.noft 
impoſhb'e to provide ail things in ſo ſmall a time. Ar laſt the : 
Company being met with Charitable inteations to bear an1 
Acco npan'7 the body to it's long hom2-,in the p'ace Sacrated & 
ſe: 4 part for that pu:;poſe, which was above half a Mile diſtant, 
when they weat to take up the Coffin, Behold * It would not 
ſtir, four or five men confe.!e1 themflves too wea, an1then 
the whole Company add their helping hands but to no purpoſe, 
the Coffin ſeems fixed to the Table to grow out of the Ground, 
rather than ſt1nd there, ſo that neither one nor the other could 
by all their ſtrength be removed. or tirred in the leaſt. 
Tiis accident aſtoniſhes a! the Company, who having wea- 
ried th2melves to no purpoſe, repair at night to their reſpective 
Habitations fill'd with Admiratioa , and leaving the diſconſo- 
late Widdow and her poor Children , in the Hov'e equally 
ore whe'm'd with Grief, and affrighted with this new kind of 
Proigy. FOES 

Next day New Coun(clls were taken about carrying away 
this Corps, Since the Coffin could not be ſtirred, nor the Ta- 
ble moved by ſtrength of Man , they reſolve at laſt to try what 
may be done with that of Cattel ; and to come at it conveni- 
ently are forced to pull downa wall and one ſide of the Honſe, > 
which being done , they faſtenſeveral Teem3 bot" 0! Oxen 
ani Horſes to the Colhn ſometimes, and ſometimss to the 
Table : But both remain ſtill as fixed an4{ immoveab'e as a 
Rock, and whic\ was remarkab e though the ſtrength of the 
Cattl: bro';e, moſt of their Tackling , yct neither the Coffin 


nor the Table , rece:ved the leaſt prejudice. 
They - 


; « They then cil:iyed tO ODUN the © fin and '4..C ONnLFr tho Fody, 

| bur thatneither could b: done 5 #5 that at 'er gh aiſpairing of 
” any wucceis , t ey give over attumprng an t'.ng further, but 
| alie. the poor Woman an. ler Coil to cet out of the 


Houſe, andio cave it itandins ; vic! t cy au accorcingly, 
anc! Carr: e.1 Ni thetr moviabl. coo to another Houſc in tre 


10un. 
Thus thc Corps ft06. inthef ria en T.n-ment for two cr 
thieedavs, and had a5 may wont. ng Þ !or msty vilit it, out 
" - R h. # 5 4 Ys | | ' 
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Tora of ſome Celeoraiet . « »r. 
At 'a': hc Lani Lord of the Houſe» wiiodwelt ſome Miles 
" diſta r, }e:ring grea: R porteft 43 Þ,o.4igy, came to fe: it ; 
| 54 and fin inc {Itaing; as we aver lated, becaute his Fouſe by 
t15 m2ans wa ienred Incapable bf beins Tenanted (for who 
would wi..in, ly dwell in a Charncl Lriouſe) ar{that it was be- 
fore old and ruino'13, reſv:ve; wholly to demoliſh it, and 
build a n>w one 1n te place, aniiihat he might be rid of this 
unparallel'd Yom , concl::de3 to (ct the Houſe on Fire, not 
do Dting but thereby th- Coffin, Table, :n! Corps would 
. top ther witnthe reſt be ſo. n rewuced to Aſhes ; but ke pro- 
{ m1 ed himſe {t9 much , for when they had ſet he Fouſe all 
2 on Flames,and the ſanc was wheRy Burnt down to the Ground, 
T. c Coffin and Tab!e ſt.o.] as before, wno'e firm an1 un- 

toucht. 

Secins all! ways fail , ſome Frirnds of the dec-aſed, cfter 
the Houſe was Burnt took the pains to caft up Ea th bout 
Table, and art lait have cover'd the Cofhn with that Bank 
which yet can never hide the ſtrangeneſs of the thing, b. t that 
- it will r-:main a wcndcr andaRid leto ſu-ure Generations. 
And ſuch we leave it, without any impertinent Ci qui tion 
aſter the Cauſe of ſo Admitab'e Pre »:»n,0r Saucy prying in- 
to the Eternal Dooms-day Book of Providence ; wi.ich tounte- 
times for Ret.ons only known :o its in:inuice Wiſdom ſiffers 
- wonderful things to come to pais, and often (as in the well 
known Caſe of {+::5 Wife turned into a laſting Pillar of Salt) 
fets up amazing Monuments of Uivine Juſtice for Sin, to warn 


and 


oe my —oo ye 


SF 

an4 deter others from ive Crime:. Let not the Rexley 
buſic himſcif fo muc 1.11 G12 03 wat notorlus of 1c: could 
exuſe the Infliction of io ſtrange a pun: 'hment, or braning 
the Deceaſ:4 Purty wit harth and unwarrantable (bzcuuie 
unchacitable). Cenfures, as to forget his o:va Duty, which is 
to beco:n? inore Ho'y an4 more cAumile, by ſuc't dreadful 
Exainp! 3, Anl lo to wo” k 04" hs Sa u4tion wiih e.r and 
T-em'ing, Tat when him"Ifhall be Summoned by Death, 
however P:ovidence ih dilpole of 113 39 'y , :Jis Soul may 
be received 1ato the Mantions of Bliſs and Glory. 
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F the Readerdoubes of the Tuath of this Matter, He. 
Repair to theſe Perſons following, _w 


Mr. Edward Crexch, Living in Cow- Laxe. 
Mr. H y Feds, Livi in Prexces-ſtreer. 
Mr. Stephen Harwood, ; Living en. the. backſide of the Zx- 


EC, 
Mr. Edward Barker, Living in Dannings- Ales, without 
Biſhops Gate. 0 wa _ 


Mr. obs Awer, Living at Tobie's Collechoule, near Pie- 
Cernr. © MT 
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